626                CHARACTER AND INTELLECT,

The depth and fecundity of Hannibal's conceptions, the
originality of his system, were what made him so difficult to
match. His strength of character was invincible, his will was
adamant, his heart free from disturbing passions. He was
intrepid, mentally and physically, and his presence of mind
never forsook him. His penetration, his ability to read the
enemy's purpose, to gauge his opponent's character, enabled
him to lead him astray and save himself from deception. He
was singularly fertile in expedients. We do not know just
how he eluded his enemies on his wonderful marches through
territory held by their armies, but he did so constantly dur-
ing his fifteen years in Italy.

Hannibal was equal as a statesman to what he was as a
soldier. This is well shown by his conduct in Italy, and es-
pecially by what he did for Carthage after Zama. No man
ever united more varied qualities in their highest expression
than he.

Hannibal's control over men was singular. He had the
genuine orator's power of convincing his audience, of charm-
ing Hs hearers. He was a true leader of peoples. His sol-
diers followed him blindly from equal affection for and confi-
dence in him. He never saw a mutiny in his camp, which,
when we consider the piece-meal construction of his army, is
remarkable. " It is," says Polybius, " a singular thing that
this Carthaginian general should have been seventeen years
at war at the head of an army composed of different nations,
countries and languages, that he should have conducted aston-
ishing expeditions, and such that one could scarcely hope for
success in them, without one of his soldiers even undertaking
to betray him."

Hannibal's organizing ability was unmatched. Out of the
most ragged material he could speedily produce a disciplined
army. This power was bred of his knowledge of men, histout egowma* ot n^ayaut qti^une paneioi^ le patriotisuu^ dont
